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happened on the day and hour that the invader predicted,
for there was an eclipse, immediately from fear provided
him with whatever he wanted as long as he remained on the
island, begging that he would forgive them, and be no
longer angry with them. So the sick people recovered by
means of these provisions. At this time Francis Pores re-
turned to the island, for he could not resist the bad weather
in those barks, so he intended to get possession of one of
the caravels, if an opportunity offered; and after repairing
it as well as he could, endeavour to return with his followers
to Isla Espanola, but when he came to the port he found
the caravels full of water.
The alrnirante having heard of their arrival, put his
people in order, and, assisted by his brother, attacked them.
They fought, and Columbus conquered; some died, some
were wounded on both sides, and Pores and his brother
were made prisoners. This was the first battle of the
Spaniards in India.
After this victory the almirante remained several months
longer in this island, from not having any ship fit to go
away in; and decided that it would be best to send to La
Espanola to provide himself with one. He despatched his
steward, Diego Mendez, in a country bark,1 accompanied
by ten Indians, promising to satisfy them very well if they
conducted him safely. Thus they started, and like practical
men, they followed a line of rocks, because they can only
navigate those barks in fine weather ; for if they have much
sea to combat they easily capsize. With great trouble,
therefore, the Indians reached La Espanola, and immedi-
ately they turned back to Jamaica, to notify that they had
i This " barca del ^paese," it appears, was one of two large canoes
which were purchased by Columbus from the natives : the second was
under the charge of Bartholomew Fiesco, who bore a prominent part in
the hardy and hazardous enterprize. But eight months elapsed before
the admiral was relieved ! (Trans)